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DETAILED ACTION 

This office action is responsive to amendment after final filed on 12/20/2005. The 
finality of the last office action has been withdrawn by the examiner. Thus, the 
prosecution of this application has been reopened. 

Response to Amendment 

The examiner has acknowledged Applicant's response. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments, see amendment, filed on 12/20/05, with respect to claims 
1 - 24 and 26 - 30 have been fully considered and are persuasive. The 35 USC § 103 
rejection of claims 1 - 24 and 26 - 30 has been withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

Claim 10 recites the limitation "the relationship" in line 1. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. A relationship has not previously been 
identified in the claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
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subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a). 

Claims 1 - 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Henderson et al (U.S. 6,058,103; hereinafter Henderson) in view of Agesen et al (US 
6,253,215; hereinafter Agesen). 

Regarding claims 1 , 5 - 8, 1 1 - 14, and 18 - 24, Henderson teaches a method 
and apparatus of interfacing with network management information on a network device 
(fig. 1A), which comprises the steps of receiving a non-object oriented management 
information database (MIB) at a compiler of a network device, the non-object oriented 
MIB including information related to one or more aspects of the network device 
(abstract; col. 2, lines 31-51; col. 3, lines 12 - 31); extracting a subset of information 
from the non-object oriented MIB describing at least one aspect of the network device 
(col. 4, lines 19-34). 
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Henderson substantially teaches the claimed invention, except for the idea of 
producing an object-oriented interface, for use by an object-oriented application to 
access the subset of information in the non-object oriented MIB, generating a set of 
object-oriented classes and object-oriented methods corresponding to the subset of 
information in the non-object oriented MIB. 

However, Agesen teaches, in an analogous art, a method, apparatus, and article 
of manufacture for facilitating resource management for applications having two types of 
program code, which comprises the step of producing an object-oriented interface, for 
use by an object-oriented application to access the subset of information in the non- 
object oriented MIB, generating a set of object-oriented classes and object-oriented 
methods corresponding to the subset of information in the non-object oriented MIB (col. 
1 , lines 27 - 65; col. 2, lines 8 - 35) 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the teachings of Henderson by incorporating the step of 
producing an object-oriented interface, for use by an object-oriented application to 
access the subset of information in the non-object oriented MIB, generating a set of 
object-oriented classes and object-oriented methods corresponding to the subset of 
information in the non-object oriented MIB as evidenced by Agesen for the purpose of 
allowing applications operating in object-oriented computing environments to access , in 
an object oriented manner, data in a non-object oriented MIBs, thereby providing a 
flexible system which can access both types of environments. 
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Regarding claims 2, 4, 9, 10, 15 and 17, Henderson and Agesen teach all the 
limitations in claim 1, and Henderson further teaches that information in the non-object 
oriented MIB corresponds to a set of network parameters organized in a hierarchy and 
used to describe aspects of the network device and that the relationship among the 
object-oriented classes is a hierarchy that corresponds to the non-object oriented MIB 
(col. 7, lines 30 - 56). 



Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 3 and 16 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claims 26 - 30 are allowed. 

The reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter will be provided when 
the application is in condition for allowance. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yves Dalencourt whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
3998. The examiner can normally be reached on M-TH 7:30AM - 6: 00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571) 272-4001. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




